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Pinnacle Baseball - General Information 

Board of Directors: 

President   Chris Stowe  

cstowe@pinnacle-baseball.com   (540) 841-9284 

Vice President  Joshua Goldberg  

jgoldberg@pinnacle-baseball.com  (540) 661-7216 

Secretary   Lindy Ely 

Treasurer   Bridget Washington 

Fundraising coordinator  Jennifer Childs 

Travel team coordinator  Brad Sexton 

Pinnacle Academy Teams: 

14U   Tony Vincences  

12U Black Eddie Torres    

12U Red  Joshua Goldberg   

11U   Josh Sumler 

Prospective Academy Teams: 

10U   Brad Sexton 

9U   TBD 

Academy Coaching Instructors: 

Chris Stowe  Head Instructor 

Josh Goldberg  Catching/Hitting Instructor 

Eddie Torres  Hitting Instructor 

B.J. Hanley   Hitting Instructor 

Tony Vincenzes  Infield/Hitting Instructor 

Josh Sumler   Infield/Hitting Instructor 

 

On the web: http://pinnacle-baseball.com  On Facebook: www.facebook.com/PinnacleBaseball 

http://www.hometeamsonline.com/teams/default.asp?u=PINNACLEBASEBALL&s=baseball&p=coachprofile&coachID=65693
http://www.hometeamsonline.com/teams/default.asp?u=PINNACLEBASEBALL&s=baseball&p=coachprofile&coachID=62629
http://pinnacle-baseball.com
http://www.facebook.com/PinnacleBaseball


4  

 

Jonathan Olsberg 

Drew DiFilippo 

Liam Adamczyk 

Luke Gilliam 
One day Pitching and Catching Camps 

will be offered in February. 

Legend: 

PBA—Pinnacle Baseball Academy 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2:00pm @PBA 

13U Tryouts 

Hitting camp be-

gins @PBA 

11 12 13 14 

Pinnacle-wide 

fundraiser 

@Panera Bread 

Central Park 

15 16 17 

9:00am / 10:30am 

Hitting camp 

@PBA 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

9:00am / 10:30am 

Hitting camp 

@PBA 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

9:00am / 10:30am 

Hitting camp 

@PBA 

January 2015 
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Fundraising News 

-The Yankee Candle fundraiser is ongoing.  

 

-The 12U Red team is doing the “50 Envelope Challenge” as a winter fundraiser for their 

Cooperstown trip Each player has envelopes with donation amounts from $1 to $50 avail-

able for sponsorship—choose which denomination you’d like to give, and be entered into a 

raffle for prizes when the fundraiser is complete! 

 

-Thank you to everyone who came out for the Pinnacle-wide organizational fundraiser for 

December at the Buffalo Wild Wings in Southpoint on Wednesday, December 3! 

 

Our Pinnacle organizational-wide fundraiser for 

January will be at 

Panera Bread in 

Central Park on 

Wednesday, Janu-

ary 14th, 2015.   
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On Saturday , December 13th, Alex Kobersteen participated in Wreaths Across 

America at Arlington National Cemetery. Alex is pictured at the grave of Abner 

Doubleday, a Civil War Union Major General, who is credited with the invention 

of baseball.  

Family News and “Atta Boy” 
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On December 13, Pinnacle Baseball held its first annual Christmas Party at Pinnacle Baseball Academy. 

The Academy was transformed so the players and their families could partake in an afternoon of food and 

socializing. The players were all presented with a Pinnacle winter hat. Many thanks to Jennifer Childs for 

organizing the party, which was a resounding success! 

Pinnacle Baseball Christmas Party 
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Pinnacle Baseball Christmas Party 
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Pinnacle Baseball Christmas Party 
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Pinnacle Baseball Christmas Party 
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http://media.hometeamsonline.com/photos/baseball/PINNACLEBASEBALL/ca

mp_clinic_registration.pdf 

Pinnacle Academy Camps and Clinics 

http://media.hometeamsonline.com/photos/baseball/PINNACLEBASEBALL/camp_clinic_registration.pdf
http://media.hometeamsonline.com/photos/baseball/PINNACLEBASEBALL/camp_clinic_registration.pdf
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Pinnacle Instructors 

Chris Stowe was born in Fredericksburg, Va. He began playing organized baseball in Spot-

sylvania at age 11. Most of his earlier childhood was spent around ball fields watching his 

father play softball. His passion for the game is unmatched.  

 

Chris played for Chancellor High School, where he was a 

four year varsity starter. He compiled a career record of 

33-4, he pitched 250 innings, had 345 strikeouts with a 0.94 

era, and did not allow a hit his senior year until his third 

start. He threw 3 no-hitters in high school, two perfect 

games in American legion baseball, and had no losing de-

cisions since his sophomore year.  

 

He was awarded First team All-District, All-Area, All-State, 

All-Metropolitan, and First team All-American. Chris was 

also named District and Metropolitan player of the year in 1997. His success culminated in 

being chosen in the 1st round by the Montreal Expos. 

 

Returning home after an injury ended his career, Chris had a desire to help other players in 

the area. He started “A Pitchers Edge”, and over the last 10 years, has helped numerous 

area pitchers reach their highest potential.  

 

Chris feels there is no shortcut to success, believes in hard work, and feels everyone holds 

the key to their own future. He founded Pinnacle Baseball Academy because he feels it is 

exactly what baseball players need to gain a higher level of instruction and exposure re-

quired to play at the next level. 

Tony Vincenzes was born on February 28, 1986, and grew up in Fredericksburg, 

VA.  He played Varsity Baseball at Courtland High School from 2001-2004. Tony 

was selected to the First Team All-Region in 

2004 as a shortstop. He was also selected to play 

in the VHSCA All-Star game that year.  

In college, Tony played middle infield at Chris-

topher Newport University his freshman and 

sophomore years. He transferred to James Madi-

son University where he also played middle in-

field.   

After college, Tony worked as a hitting/fielding 

instructor at the Virginia Sports Complex, and 

coached the Courtland High School JV Baseball 

fall team. 
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Pinnacle Instructors 

Josh was born in Elgin, IL and to hear his parents tell it, began playing baseball 

about the time he learned to walk. Playing travel ball throughout his youth, Josh 

went on to be a two time unanimous All-Fox Valley Conference and All-Area 

first team selection at Crystal Lake South High School. Receiving a scholarship 

to play baseball at McHenry County College, Josh earned first team NJCAA All-

Region IV and All-Skyway Conference honors as the starting catcher in both his 

freshman and sophomore years. 
 

Following his freshman year, he was selected to be the starting catcher for 

team USA as a part of the International Athletic Foundation (IAF) 1993 Olympic 

Week Baseball Tournament in Lagos de Moreno, Mexico. Josh helped lead team USA to a bronze medal 

victory against national championship teams from Guatemala, Columbia, Cuba, Mexico, Nicaragua, Do-

minican Republic, and Argentina.  
 

After his sophomore year Josh was scouted by and awarded a full scholarship to NCAA Division-I North-

eastern Illinois University. After sustaining an injury, Josh returned to MCC as an associate coach where he 

worked primarily with infielders, catchers, and hitters and has been coaching and instructing players ever 

since. He currently resides in Spotsylvania County where he has been coaching youth baseball for the past 

7 years. 
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Pinnacle Instructors 

BJ Hanley grew up playing baseball in Northern California. He was a 

4 year varsity player in high school. BJ moved to Westminster, MD 

prior to his Junior year. While there, BJ received a full scholarship to 

attend Southern Virginia University. By graduation, he set University 

records for career home runs, RBI’s, and batting average. BJ has since 

moved to Spotsylvania, where he continues to work with youth base-

ball players. He most recently coached the 2014 SCLL District All-Star 

team to a win in the District 15 Championship. BJ specializes in hitting 

instruction for all ages.  
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Pinnacle Instructors 

Josh Sumler has lived in Fredericksburg since he was two years old.  He grew 

up with a love for baseball thanks to his father, who introduced him to the game 

at a young age.  

Josh attended Courtland High School, where he was on the varsity team for four 

years, and was a three year starter.  During his sophomore and junior season, 

Josh won the team’s defensive MVP award while playing third base and second 

base. Josh was also awarded honorable mention in the All-Battlefield District 

honors as a third baseman his sophomore year, and as a shortstop his senior 

year. During his junior season, Josh was selected as the 1st team All-Battlefield 

District second baseman.  

After high school, Josh spent two years playing ball at Rappahannock Commu-

nity College before transferring to Guilford College in the fall of 2007.  During his first season at Guilford, 

Josh recorded the second highest single season assist total in Guilford College history. 

After graduating from Guilford, Josh stayed involved in baseball by joining the coaching staff at Courtland 

High School where his father, Joe Sumler, is currently the head varsity baseball coach.  Josh spent his first 

season at Courtland working with the infielders.  The following season, Josh took over as the head JV 

coach.  While not a current coach at Courtland, he continues to help out with the coaching staff at Court-

land on a part time basis.  
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Pinnacle Press Release 

Pinnacle Baseball recently launched the organization’s first promotions video, which was 

prepared by the professionals at Kevin Henry Mileposts Video Presentations and Storytel-

ling. If you haven’t had a chance to see it yet, make sure you do! The folks at Mileposts did 

an amazing job. 

As the first release in the planned series of informational videos, it provides viewers with an 

insight into the Pinnacle Baseball philosophy, the people behind it, and why we believe our 

organization is  “a cut above”. 

Check out the video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LIMDmvBJL0&nbsp 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LIMDmvBJL0&nbsp
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Scott  “Scotty” Webb is 11 years old and plays 

for the Pinnacle 11U team. He is in 5th grade at 

Stafford Elementary, and his favorite subject is 

Social Studies. His favorite food is tacos. Some-

thing you may not know about Scott is that bas-

ketball is his second-favorite sport. 

If Scott had a walk-up song, it would be Centu-

ries by Fall Out Boy. His favorite MLB team 

is the Washington Nationals, and his 

favorite player is Gio Gonzales, 

because it is fun to watch him 

pitch. 

His favorite position to play 

is pitcher, because “you con-

trol the whole game.” If one of his 

teammates needed help or moti-

vation, he would tell them “we’re still in it!” He says 

he can’t wait to play the first game of the season. 

Tyler “The Wall” Durbin is 11 years old and plays for the Pin-

nacle 12U Black team. He is in 6th grade at Thornburg Middle 

School, and his favorite subject is math. His favorite food is 

steak, and something interesting about Tyler that you may not 

know is that he plays the clarinet. 

 

Tyler’s walk-up song would be Enter Sandman. His favorite 

MLB team is the Baltimore Orioles, and Matt Weiters is his fa-

vorite player, because “he is a golden glove winner and is one 

of the best catchers.” Tyler’s favorite position to play in base-

ball is pitcher, because “I am in every play and I like to throw 

different pitches to the batter to strike him out.” If one of Ty-

ler’s teammates was having a tough time or needed motivation, he would tell 

them to get their head in the game, and to cheer for their team. 

Player Spotlight 
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The official food of hometown sports. 

Steve Cercone 

http://www.glorydaysgrill.com/#locations/virginia/culpeper 

15295 Montanus Dr. 

Culpeper, VA 22701-2524 

Video presentations & storytelling 

www.milepostdocs.com 

Fredericksburg, VA 22405, USA 

kevin@milepostdocs.com 

Phone:             540.842.3744 

 Kevin Henry has a wealth of experience in a 

wide-range of areas including video, radio and televi-

sion storytelling. A Milepost can range from a corporate 

video, a personalized biography or slide show to an 

extended documentary.  

 Give Kevin a call and see if he is the perfect fit 

for your project. Chances are, Kevin will be able to not 

only meet your needs, but exceed your expectations.  

10052 Southpoint Parkway 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 

(540) 898-4690/4691 

THANK YOU... to our current Pinnacle sponsors: 
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Pitcher Jim Abbott was born without a right hand and had a 10-season 

baseball career, including throw-

ing a no-hitter for the New York 

Yankees vs. Cleveland in 1993. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/summeranne/35-odd-baseball-facts-

that-are-too-strange-to-be-made-up#.wsQJoaaNe 

Top 10 Needed Items: 

 Canned Tuna, Salmon, 

Chicken 

 Peanut Butter 

 Dry Beans: Pinto, Red, Black, 

Navy, Great Northern, Kidney 

 Canned Fruit in Natural Juice 

 Pasta & Sauce 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Instant Potatoes 

 Shelf Stable Milk 

 Rice 

Food Bank Donation Barrel 

Questions? Comments?  

Any submissions for the newsletter may be sent to  

mgoldberg@pinnacle-baseball.com by the 15th of each month. 

“Change begins with you. Your 

gift will make a positive change 

in the life of someone who is 

struggling with hunger. On be-

half of the Fredericksburg Area 

Food Bank and all who are fight-

ing hunger, we thank you for 

compassion and generous do-

nation.” 

www.fredfood.org 

-Please bring your donations to 

the barrel located at the Pinna-

cle Baseball Academy facility. 

“People ask me what I do in winter when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell 

you what I do. I stare out the window and wait for spring.” 

-Rogers Hornsby 

Our last drop-off was over 250 lbs! 

Please consider the food barrel when 

cleaning out your pantry or grocery 

shopping this month. 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/summeranne/35-odd-baseball-facts-that-are-too-strange-to-be-made-up#.wsQJoaaNe
http://www.buzzfeed.com/summeranne/35-odd-baseball-facts-that-are-too-strange-to-be-made-up#.wsQJoaaNe
mailto:mgoldberg@pinnacle-baseball.com

