
   

I would like to take a 

moment to let all the 

players know that I 

am very proud of 

them. You are con-

tinuing to grow as 

athletes and young 

men. This season, 

let’s continue to set 

the mark as high as 

possible in becom-

ing leaders both on 

and off the field. Re-

gardless of our wins 

or losses on the 

baseball field, if we 

can collectively fo-

cus on this, we will 

all be one step 

closer to our goals. 

When I was a kid, 

my grandmother 

had a round, purple 

sticker that said 

“tuit” displayed on 

one of her mirrors. 

When I asked her 

what it meant, she 

replied, “It is peo-

ple’s life excuse – 

they could never 

get around ‘to it’”. 

This season, what-

ever your personal 

goals, don’t wait un-

til tomorrow to 

achieve them.  Don’t 

wait until you get 

around “to it”. ALL 

of you have the 

ability to lead by 

example, which is 

one of the reasons 

you have been cho-

sen to be Pinnacle 

players. 

 

-Chris Stowe 

From the president 
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Hello Pinnacle nation! Each month, I will use this forum as a means to provide organizational 

information on variety of topics. The focus for this month is on our travel team structure. Ac-

cordingly, now is about the time when you’re asking yourself, “Okay, so why is this impor-

tant to me?” It’s a great question! To respond, I’d offer that having a good understanding of 

our structure, might help further clarify how we plan to meet the developmental needs of 

our players. Simply put, I’d like to discuss the “what we are doing”, “the how it will be im-

plemented” and “the why we elected to do it” details prompting our chosen direction. 

 

What we are doing… 

Essentially, we are working towards establishing a structure that accounts for progres-

sion.  This includes both progression within the organization, and more notably, progression 

of individual player ability. The process of development never stops for baseball players. 

We are building a system that will support that development, across all age groups, includ-

ing those just starting out, those trying out for their High School roster, or those ready to 

showcase their abilities in front of college and pro scouts. 

 

How it will be implemented… 

We choose to use a phased approach.  Phase-one has already been started this season and 

included the organization of our prospective academy teams (10U and under), as well as 

strengthening the relationship between our 11-14U teams and the academy. That linkage al-

lowed us to offer the 11-14U team’s open/year round membership access to the training fa-

cility and a paid member of the academy staff to be their team manager. 

 

Phase-two, intended to be rolled out just prior to the start of the winter/spring 2015 season, 

will introduce new and more cost effective ways to expose players to all our academy has to 

offer. Designed as player packages, they will give Pinnacle parents and player’s options on 

what academy programs and activities they would like included as part of their yearly cost 

structure. 

Phase-three will launch in spring of 2015 with the focus being on the formation of our first 

Pinnacle showcase team. Targeting the 15U age group, Chris has designed an amazing 

showcase program which is completely unique from that being offered elsewhere. 

 

Why we elected to do it… 

Structuring in this way will provide us with the flexibility we need to incorporate lessons 

learned to better inform development of our programs and cost structures, enhance selec-

tion and training of our coaches and support communication across the organization. 

 

Over the next few months, I look forward to providing more detailed information on these 

initiatives as well as highlighting upcoming developmental opportunities being offered 

through the academy. 

       -Joshua Goldberg 

From the Vice President 
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Pinnacle Baseball - General Information 

Board of Directors: 

President   Chris Stowe  

cstowe@pinnacle-baseball.com   (540) 841-9284 

Vice President  Joshua Goldberg  

jgoldberg@pinnacle-baseball.com  (540) 661-7216 

Secretary   Lindy Ely 

Treasurer   Bridget Washington 

Fundraising coordinator  Tina Lindauer 

Travel team coordinator  Brad Sexton 

Pinnacle Academy Teams: 

14U   Tony Vincences  

12U Black Eddie Torres    

12U Red  Joshua Goldberg   

11U   Josh Sumler 

Prospective Academy Teams: 

10U   Brad Sexton 

9U   TBD 

Academy Coaching Instructors: 

Chris Stowe  Head Instructor 

Josh Goldberg Catching/Hitting Instructor 

Eddie Torres  Hitting Instructor 

B.J. Hanley   Hitting Instructor 

Tony Vincenzes Infield/Hitting Instructor 

Josh Sumler  Infield/Hitting Instructor 

http://www.hometeamsonline.com/teams/default.asp?u=PINNACLEBASEBALL&s=baseball&p=coachprofile&coachID=65693
http://www.hometeamsonline.com/teams/default.asp?u=PINNACLEBASEBALL&s=baseball&p=coachprofile&coachID=62629
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September 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Saturday/Sunday 

12U Red & 14U  

Labor Day Bash 

@Patriot Park 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

12U Red—Back To 

School Bash @Yorktown 

7 

12U Red—Back To 

School Bash @Yorktown 

10U Tournament 

8 

2nd Annual 

Pinnacle Golf 

Tournament 

9 10 11 12 

12U Red—Krispy 

Kreme Donut Sale @ 

208 Sale Trail  

13 

12U Red—Krispy Kreme 

Donut Sale @ 208 Sale 

Trail / Ashland Wal-

mart / Four Paws Animal 

Hospital 

14 

12U Red—12U One-day 

@Atlee Youth Complex 

 

10U Tournament 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

21 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

12U Red—Longhorn 

tournament 

28 

12U Red—Longhorn 

tournament 

10U Tournament 

29 30     

Upcoming Events: 

 

From our Pinnacle fundraising coordinator: 

October fundraiser:  BINGO. I'm fairly certain the date is 

going to be Friday, October 17th and the location will be 

St. Michael's High School. This can definitely be a HUGE 

success with max participation!  More information to fol-

low soon!! 

Bryan Kovach 

Kai Crockett 

Ethan Gallihugh 

Kaiden Rosenbaum 

Seneca Gregory 

Trevor Bush 

Connor Ditzler 

Preston Long 

Caleb Ruble 
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Mini-clinic at Loriella Park    August 3rd, 2014 

    

Focused on providing Pinnacle players with an overview 

of position-specific skills and mechanics to prepare them 

for the start of the fall season. Instruction provided in-

cluded pitching, catching, middle and corners infield, as 

well as a basic mental and mechanical approach to hitting. 
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Austin Boggs just returned 

from Florida, where he 

played in the USSSA All-

American Games at Disney’s 

Wide World of Sports com-

plex. He was selected as 1 of 

only fifteen players to make 

the team after tryouts that 

were held in both Maryland 

and New York. Congratula-

tions, Austin! 

 

-Brad Sexton 

Coach Stowe worked with 

this team for the first few 

practices, and passed on a 

“war cry” from his 14U 

team. The boys have em-

braced it, and will now an-

swer back “Huh now!” when 

someone says it to them. 

 

 

We hope to be ready for our 

first tournament on Septem-

ber 7th. This is a very ener-

getic group, and is a pleas-

ure to work with. We can’t 

wait for the season to begin. 

We just started our third 

week of practice for the 11U 

squad.  Over the past two 

weeks, the coaching staff and 

I have been going over basic 

baseball fundamentals with 

the boys.  I have been very 

impressed and excited with 

the improvements the boys 

have made over such a short 

period of time.  Starting this 

week, we will begin to work 

on some of the more ad-

vanced aspects of baseball, 

such as hitting cutoffs from 

the outfield, holding run-

ners on, and many other 

situations that come up dur-

ing the course of a 

game.  We will have our first 

scrimmage Thursday, Au-

gust 21, against the Stafford 

Bulldogs.  I am very excited 

to see how the boys will 

perform while playing 

against another team.  The 

enthusiasm, hustle, and hard 

work this team has shown 

over the past two weeks of 

practice is more than any 

coach can ask for, and I ex-

pect great things from this 

team during the upcoming 

season. 

 

-Josh Sumler 

dues and Cooperstown 

expenses.   

 

I am very excited, and 

looking forward to the 

new season with the 12U 

team. Last time I coached 

12U was in 2008. I feel 

Our team is working on 

offensive and defensive 

drills to prepare for the 

approaching season. In 

addition, we are in the 

planning stages for a 

fundraiser to cover some 

of the membership 

blessed to be here with 

the Pinnacle family, and I 

am grateful to all of you 

for having me.  

 

-Eddie Torres 

10U 

12U Black 

The 10U team is working 

hard and making progress. 

There were only three re-

turning players from the 9U 

team, so teaching according 

to Pinnacle principles is first 

on our list, which includes an 

emphasis on fundamentals. 

They are working on their 

footwork and ball transfers. 

This is a big transition year 

for the pitchers having to 

hold runners on base.  It’s a 

lot to remember, learning 

when to pick the runner, and 

trying not to balk.  

11U 

Team News 
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cellent bat and great control 

of all pitches on the mound. 

He has been welcomed by all 

players, and makes a great 

addition to the team. 

  

-Tony Vincenzes 

  

priority on developing 

player maturity through 

sportsmanship, and look 

forward to a very successful 

season while making it fun 

for the players. 

 

As Pinnacle’s newest mem-

ber, Caleb Ruble comes to 

us from Williamsburg, VA, 

bringing with him a great 

knowledge for the game. 

The lefty has shown an ex-

Things are ramping up 

very quickly for the 12U 

Red team as they continue 

to prepare for the start of 

their fall 2014 tournament 

season. It begins with the 

Labor Day Bash two-day 

event in Glen Allen, VA. 

This is a big year for our 

team that will culminate 

with a trip to Cooperstown 

Dreams Park next summer! 

The parents and players 

have been fundraising al-

most every weekend to 

get there, and I think it’s 

safe to say, none of them 

will ever eat another 

Krispy Kreme doughnut 

again! 

 

We returned 9 starters this 

year and are poised to 

have another fantastic sea-

son.  We are also excited to 

welcome two new players 

to our roster; Seneca Greg-

ory and Nate Henry.  This 

is Seneca’s first 

season with Pinnacle, and 

Nate’s second, having come 

to us from the North team, 

where he was a Pinnacle 

Player Award winner and 

nominee for the Keith Pritch-

ett Memorial Award 

(KPMA).  Returning player 

Bryan Kovach (aka “BK”) was 

our team’s Pinnacle Player 

Award winner and KPMA 

nominee, and it will be a bat-

tle between Nate and BK to 

see who dives out on the field 

more! 

 

So far, our practice has been 

a balance of individual skill 

work, team defensive strat-

egy, bullpen sessions, base-

running, and conditioning. 

The coaches have been 

pleasantly surprised to ob-

serve that several players 

have worked very hard dur-

ing the off-season on their 

conditioning, arm strength, 

and pitch development.  Kai 

Crockett (aka the “Crockett 

Rocket”) is already looking in 

mid-season form on the 

bump, and has worked hard 

to develop control of some 

nifty off-speed 

pitches.  Kaiden Rosenbaum 

(aka “the samurai”), Ty Lowe 

(aka “Tuna”), Hunter Eutsler 

(aka “the hatless horseman”), 

Ethan Goldberg aka “E”, and 

Seth Shannon (aka 

“Superman”), spent their 

summers in different pro-

grams and activities, includ-

ing various sports camps, 

throwing and conditioning 

programs, and competitive 

swimming. Rounding out the 

roster are returners Ethan 

Gallihugh (aka “Baby Huey”) 

and Tyler Castle (aka “TC” or 

“the math professor”), both of 

which will play big roles in 

the success of the team this 

season. 

 

-Josh Goldberg 

14U 

12U Red 

For my first year coaching 

with Pinnacle Baseball, I will 

be working with the 14U 

team.  The primary objec-

tive for the upcoming sea-

son will be to refine and de-

velop the players’ hitting/

fielding mechanics, mental 

readiness and overall exe-

cution for the game as they 

prepare for the next stages 

of their baseball careers. 

We will continue to place 

Team News 
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Keith Pritchett Memorial Award 

The Keith Pritchett Memorial Award (KPMA) is presented annually to 

the player that best embodies the core values of Pinnacle Baseball. 

Named in honor of a former teammate of Chris’s, Keith Pritchett will al-

ways be remembered as a player that set the example for what we 

teach our players.  Congratulations to all our nominees, and KPMA win-

ner, Nicholas Cercone! 

Nicholas Cercone 

Nick Cercone, who plays for the Pinnacle 14U team, is 13 years old, and will be 

in 8th grade at Ni River Middle School. His favorite subject is math, and his favor-

ite food is burgers. Nick loves to ski, and has been doing it since he could walk. 

If he had a “walk-up song”, it would be Hall of Fame by The Script. His favorite 

baseball team is the Pittsburgh Pirates, and his favorite player is Andrew 

McCutcheon, because he is a 5-tool player, has a great batting stance, and Nick 

likes the way he plays.  His favorite quote is, “In order to be better, you should 

expect to be better.” His favorite position to play is 2nd base, because he has 

played it for years and it feels the most natural to him. If a teammate needs help 

or a little motivation, Nick would tell them to “work hard, never give up, and 

have fun!” Congratulations on your achievement, Nick! 
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Coaches Tribute Award 

 

Congratulations to all the nominees for the Keith Pritchett Memorial Award: 

9U   Devin Washington 

10U  Will Earnesty, 

12N  Nate Henry 

12S   Bryan Kovach 

13U  Nick Cercone (Winner) 

14U  Logan Sanders 

Pinnacle Baseball was proud to 

recognize Coach Eddie Torres 

with a Pinnacle Baseball Tribute 

Award in celebration of his 40-

plus years of dedication to 

coaching youth baseball.  Con-

gratulations, Coach Eddie…we 

are honored to have you as part 

of our organization! 



10  

Pinnacle Annual Summer Picnic  August 9th, 2014 

The second annual Pinnacle summer picnic was held at 

Goshen Baptist Church. There was plenty of food, pick-up 

games of kickball and cornhole, a home-run derby, an 

awards ceremony, a raffle, and Pinnacle sponsors Wilson 

and DeMarini vendors on hand for the purchase of base-

ball gear.  
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The official food of hometown sports. 

Steve Cercone 

http://www.glorydaysgrill.com/#locations/virginia/culpeper 

15295 Montanus Dr. 

Culpeper, VA 22701-2524 

Video presentations & storytelling 

www.milepostdocs.com 

Fredericksburg, VA 22405, USA 

kevin@milepostdocs.com 

Phone:             540.842.3744 

 Kevin Henry has a wealth of experience in a 

wide-range of areas including video, radio and televi-

sion storytelling. A Milepost can range from a corporate 

video, a personalized biography or slide show to an 

extended documentary.  

 Give Kevin a call and see if he is the perfect fit 

for your project. Chances are, Kevin will be able to not 

only meet your needs, but exceed your expectations.  

10052 Southpoint Parkway 

Fredericksburg, VA  22407 

(540) 898-4690/4691 

THANK YOU... to our current Pinnacle sponsors: 
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Fun Fact:  A force play is when a runner is forced to ad-

vance because the batter became a runner. When the bat-

ter is out on a caught fly, all forces are removed. An out on 

an a failure to tag-up, is NOT a force out. Any runs that 

cross the plate before this out will count.  

“There may be people that have more talent than you, but 

there’s no excuse for anyone to work harder than you do.”  

-Derek Jeter 

Top 10 Needed Items: 

 Canned Tuna, Salmon, 

Chicken 

 Peanut Butter 

 Dry Beans: Pinto, Red, Black, 

Navy, Great Northern, Kid-

ney 

 Canned Fruit in Natural Juice 

 Pasta & Sauce 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Instant Potatoes 

 Shelf Stable Milk 

 Rice 

Food Bank Donation Barrel 

Questions? Comments?  

Any submissions for the newsletter may be sent to  

mckenziegoldberg@gmail.com by the 15th of each month. 

Manager inputs are due by the 13th of the month. 

“Change begins with you. Your gift 

will make a positive change in the 

life of someone who is struggling 

with hunger. On behalf of the Fred-

ericksburg Area Food Bank and all 

who are fighting hunger, we thank 

you for compassion and generous 

donation.” 

www.fredfood.org 

-Please bring your donations to 

the barrel located at the Pinnacle 

Baseball Academy facility. 
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Pinnacle families...For the Golf fundraiser 

taking place on Monday, September 8th @ 

1:00 at Lee's Hill Golf Club, we are still in 

need of players and sponsors. It is our goal 

to have every player find at least 2 golfers 

and find at least one sponsor!! Help us 

make this a successful event! As you get 

players and sponsors, please forward the 

names to me so we can keep count.  

Please contact Tina Lindauer at Lindau-

er5@cox.net or 540-273-8503 with any 

questions. 

mailto:Lindauer5@cox.net
mailto:Lindauer5@cox.net
tel:540-273-8503

